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Dear readers and ITU-Al members,

As the International Telecommunication Union celebrates its 160th anniversary this year, | wish to
express deep appreciation for our enduring partnership with Japan.

Qur relationship goes back to 1879, when Japan — then a rapidly modernizing nation — joined the
International Telegraph Union. Together with other early members, we helped lay the foundation for
global technical cooperation focused on delivering real benefits to people everywhere,

Ever since, Japan has continued shaping global communications as part of ITU, from telegraphy and
radio to artificial intelligence and quantum information technologies, consistently demonstrating its
innovative vision and steadfast commitment to multilateralism.

Today's complex and fast-changing digital landscape makes that commitment more important than

ever. EEFESBEEES (ITU)
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For nearly 80 years of our history, ITU has proudly served as a specialized agency of the United - - w e

Nations, coordinating radio spectrum, setting global standards, and promoting technology as a I\ U —/ - 7|'\79 J—

catalyst for socio-economic development around the world. 7— 7_— A y

We continue to diversify our unique membership that includes governments, companies,
universities, research institutes, and regional bodies — all working together to shape a digital future
that works for everyone.

Japan plays a vital role in advancing that mission.

Alongside your government, over 50 members from the country’s private sector and academic
institutions contribute significantly to our technical, regulatory and capacity building activities.

Over the years, Japanese experts have helped pioneer key standards through ITU study groups,
provided valuable policy and regulatory insights, shared groundbreaking knowledge, and supported
vulnerable countries and communities with vital technical assistance.

Crucially, many of Japan’s contributions involve practical support on the ground. From disaster
response and environmental challenges to expanding connectivity in underserved regions, Japan has
worked alongside ITU and other partners to strengthen digital resilience — especially in the world’s
least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, small island developing states, and
nations facing transition or disruption.

We are proud to count among |TU’s leadership a distinguished Japanese engineer, Mr. Seizo Onoe,
Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau. His tireless efforts to strengthen
collaboration across standards bodies, to bridge the standardization gap and to ensure technical
standards benefit all humanity reflect the very best of Japan’s contributions.

On 17 May, we marked World Telecommunication and Information Society Day with a 160th
anniversary lightshow at our Geneva headquarters. It was a powerful reminder of how far we have
come since the age of the telegraph — and how much more we must do to bring meaningful
connectivity and sustainable digital transformation to one-third of humanity.

Looking ahead, | have every confidence that Japan will continue bringing energy, innovation, and
leadership to meet the challenges of our digital age. Let me also recognize the ITU Association of
Japan for its vital role in building strong partnerships across sectors, generations, and communities
rooted in the power and potential of digital technologies.

On behalf of the ITU family, | extend deepest gratitude to the Government of Japan and all our
Japanese members and partners for their steadfast support and continued collaboration.

Your dedication gives me great hope for the road ahead, as we continue our shared journey towards
a brighter digital future for all people, and our planet.

Doreen Bogdan-Martin
Secretary-General
International Telecommunication Union
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https:/www.itu.int/160/ https:/www.itu.int/wtisd/itul60-lightshow/

e ITUY +—FJL Vol.55 No.7 (2025.7)





