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48th Celebration of World Telecommunication and Information Society Day

PROGRAM

15:00 — 16:55
<{> Ceremony “Concord Ball Room” * Simultaneous Interpretation available
Opening address Mr. Michiaki Ogasawara President of the ITU Association of Japan

Addresses by honorable guests
Mr. Shimpei Matsushita State Minister for Internal Affairs and Communications
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
Mr. Koichi Aiboshi Ambassador
Assistant Vice-Minister / Director-General for Global Issues
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Presentation of MIC Minister’s Award and ITU-AJ Awards
Report of Selection
Prof. Hiroshi Yasuda Chairman of ITU-AJ Award Selection Board

MIC Minister’s Award

ITU-AJ Special Achievement Award

ITU-AJ Awards for Distinguished Service

ITU-AJ Awards “ICT Field, International Cooperation Field, Encouragement”

Memorial Lecture “Artificial intelligence and computational neuroscience
- future of artificial intelligence learned from brain”
Dr. Mitsuo Kawato Director of ATR Brain Information Communication
Research Laboratory Group

17:00 —19:00
{> Reception “Eminence Hall”
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MIC Minister's Award

Akira HASHIMOTO
NTT DOCOMO, INC.

Wireless Technology Standardization Department

Has made significant contributions, utilizing excellent mana-
gerial skills and leadership, to enhancement of Japan's interna-
tional competitiveness by holding important posts such as
Chairman of ITU-R former SG9 WP9B, Vice-Chairman of for-
mer SG9, Chairman of SG5 and Chairman of RA-15 on very
front line of radiocommunication standardization activities.
Furthermore, with outstanding expertise acquired through long
experience in international standardization activities, took lead-
ing role in developing ITU-R working methods and greatly con-
tributed to establishing foundations of standardization activities
in ITU-R.

ITU-AJ Award

Special Achievement Award

Miwako DOI
National Institute of Information and Communicatins Technology

Has been leading figure in 'human interface' field from soft-
ware to devices and chips, pioneering R&D of portable Japanese
word processor, world's first pedestrian navigation service (eki-
tan.com) for mobile phones, pioneering wrist watch-type body
sensor devices, gesture input devices, etc.. In recent years, with
her comprehensive vision of network robot interfaces, has helped
world to understand important policy issues in addition to her
R&D research activities thus making great contribution towards
Japan's acquisition of its high international reputation in this
field. In ITU-T meetings, has been continuously and vigorously
active, leaving behind track record of meritorious deeds regard-
ing standardization proposal activities. By making great effort in
her unprecedented work on the above 'firsts', deserves mention
as leader among female engineers, and for her achievements in

encouraging her juniors to follow in her footsteps.
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Distinguished Service

Gary FISHMAN

Pearlfisher International

In his long-standing career in CCITT and ITU-T participating
as high level positions since 1984, served as Chairman of
Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)
from 1996 to 2008 and contributed to ITU-T’s various reforma-
tion with his outstanding leadership. In 2006, created the TSAG
Young Delegates Group to improve the skills and know-how of
new participants including Japanese. As a core member of the
World Standards Cooperation established by ISO, IEC and ITU,
promoted standardization education, improved cooperation
among the three. Contributed to the various activities in the
regional organization, Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT).

In 2002, as a founding member of the US ITU Association
(USITUA), initiated a cooperative scheme with ITU-AJ, subse-
quently made great effort in his capacity as Vice Chairman in
arranging mutual dialogues to bridge the two nations. Since the
late 1990°s, has been invited to Japan as lecturer of skill-up sem-
inars, in which many young Japanese talents were nurtured. With
his prominent work experience in Bell Laboratories, AT&T,
Alcatel-Lucent and ANSI, continues to focus on consultancy in
international standardization and capacity building activities for
the world.

Yasuo HIRATA

Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute International

Besides influencing CCIR/ITU-R's international standards
with his extensive research results relating to satellite systems
design methodology, carried out many successive important jobs
as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and contributed greatly to
improving Japan's international standing in his field. Has made
great efforts to nurture his successors resulting in a great many
ITU-R and ITU-T managerial positions having been filled from
Japan.

Mitsuji MATSUMOTO

Waseda University

Faculty of Science and Engineering

For 35 continuous years was engaged in ITU activities,
worked as Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur in ITU-T and ITU-D
covering international standardization activities and pushing ICT
accessibility in developing countries and displayed outstanding
leadership while also promoting the participation of academia in
the ITU and thereby has contributed greatly to Japan's national

interests.
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Takehiko YOSHINO

Japan Broadcasting Corporation(Retired)

Greatly contributed to Japan's broadcasting by leading launch
of satellite broadcasting, as well as by developing ISDB system.
Furthermore, contributed to worldwide recognition of Japanese
ITU-R Questions

technology by developing and

Recommendations.

ICT Field Accomplishment

Hiroyuki ATARASHI

NTT DOCOMO, INC.

Radio System Group of Radio Access Network Development
Department

Has made continuous significant contributions since 2006 to
standardization in mobile communications field as member of
Japanese delegation mainly for ITU-R SG5 WP5D meetings.
Moreover, made great efforts in WRC-15, Conference
Preparatory Meeting for WRC-15 and APT conference prepara-
tory group meetings for WRC-15 by holding sub-group chair-
manships of discussions on WRC-15 Agenda Item 1.1, studies
on frequency-related matters on International Mobile
Telecommunications (IMT), and summarizing views of every
country in consensus-building. From now on, further conspicu-
ous contributions are expected from latest role - Vice-Chairman
of ITU-R SGS.

Takumi OHBA
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE CORPORATION
NTT Network Technology Laboratories

Completed in timely manner ITU-T recommendations
Q.3401/3402, which defines mandatory interfaces between net-
works and between network and user in next generation network
interconnection, from launching the study of the recommenda-
tions to detailed technical proposals, and worked aggressively to

form consensus among major carriers and standardization bodies.
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Yoshinori OHMURA
KDDI Corporation
Association of Radio Industries and Businesses

Research & Development Headquarters

From 2011 participated as member of Japanese delegation in
ITU-R SG5 and SG5 WP5A, contributed to facilitation of recom-
mendation and its revision relating to mainly Japan proposed system
related issues in broadband WLAN, etc., and to technology surveys
in sharing studies, etc. In addition, participated in management of
3GPP2 in official role and contributed to implementation of suitable

reform measures taking account of environmental change.

Takatoshi OKAGAWA
NTT DOCOMO, INC.
Core Network Development Department,

R&D Innovation Division

From 1999 until present has engaged in standardization of
mobile communication networks in 3GPP and GSMA, and been
driving force in standardization of 3G, LTE, VoLTE, etc..
Has been a leader in TTC Strategic Planning Committee and
future mobile AH, and has contributed for many years to both
international and domestic standardization and technical studies.

Akira OGAWA

Japan Broadcasting Corporation
Global IT Innovations, Video Center, News Department

As Chairman of WBU-IMCG (The World Broadcasting
Unions International Media Connectivity Group) coordinating
media and telecommunication carriers in each country, con-
tributed to maintaining frequency bands for use by broadcasters
in conferences in ITU. Promoted discussion between satellite
and mobile carriers aimed at efficient usage of frequency bands,
and contributed to reduction of impediments and issues in satel-

lite transmission.

Ryoichi KAWADA
KDDI Corporation
Technology Strategy Department, R & D Strategy Division

As Rapporteur in ITU-T SG9 up till now, has participated in
realization of numerous cable transmission-related recommenda-
tions (including ones he proposed). Furthermore, at present as
W3C Fellow is leading web platform performance assessment
benchmarking policy, and as board member of OMA is promot-

ing standardization of IoT technology.
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Yoshinori GOTO
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE CORPORATION

Network Technology Laboratories

After starting with standardization of video transmission sys-
tems, has been involved in standardization of IPTV, home net-
works, and future networks. Contributed as Rapporteur,Vice-
Chairman and WP Chairman, etc. in SGs 9, 13, 16, as WG
Chairman in FG-IPTV, and Chairman of CG2 (reorganization of
SG) in APT WTSA preparatory meeting, and also to establish-

ment of standardization review structure.

Kimihiro TAJIMA

NTT Advanced Technology Corporation

EMC Team, Network Systems Innovation Business Unit,
Network Systems Business Headquarters

From 1999 has been IEC/CISPR (International Special
Committee on Radio Interference) expert (at present Chair of
Japan mirror committee of SCA). From 2006 has been leader of
TTC SWG 1305 and has contributed to international and domes-
tic standardization. Has also contributed to recommendations
relating to immunity testing methodology for electro-magnetic
wave security and broadband communications.

Nozomu NISHINAGA

National Institute of Information and Communications
Technology

International Affairs Department

Regarding standardization activities relating to Future
Network in ITU-T, greatly contributed to activities and coordina-
tion of Japan’s domestic forum, and creation of world’s first rec-
ommendation on Future Network Y.3001, while at same time, as
Editor of ITU-T Y.3012 defining requirements regarding net-
work virtualization promoted by Japan, displayed initiative for
its establishment.

Takahiko YAMAZAKI

Mitsubishi Electric Corporation
Communication Systems Engineering Center,

Communication Systems Group

Participated as member of Japanese delegation in ITU-R SG5
meetings and APT AWG meetings, etc., and regarding revisions
of resolution on Broadband PPDR (Public Protection and
Disaster Relief), took key role in dealings with different opinions
and proposals in written contributions, etc., and made great
efforts to introduce Japan's broadband PPDR to other countries
as model public broadband system. In addition, made great con-
tribution in WRC-15, getting related persons from foreign coun-
tries into consensus and seizing opportunity to select revised pro-
posal for discussion that reflected viewpoint of Japan.
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International Cooperation Field Accomplishment

“King Abdulaziz University HPC System
in Saudi Arabia” Project

Fujitsu Limited

Technical Computing Solutions Unit

Upon the establishment of the "HPC Center" at a Saudi
Arabian university, Fujitsu installed cutting-edge HPC technolo-
gy and instituted HPC dissemination activities, including profes-
sional training in HPC as well as promotion of application usage.
These efforts contributed to improving Saudi Arabian research
capabilities in the field of science and technology and strength-

ening its international competitiveness.

DigiCon6 ASIA Project
TOKYO BROADCASTING SYSTEM HOLDINGS, INC
Media Strategy Office

DigiCon6 is contest showcasing best short movies from Asia.
Launched in 2000, it has judged and awarded emerging content
creators throughout the region for their passion and innovation
toward advancing the moving image, as well as organizing semi-
nars and workshops to inspire and encourage. Through its con-
tinued efforts, it has produced many talented stars, and has made
important contributions to strengthening Asia's creative voice.

Masahiro KAMIMURA

Information & Telecommunications Engineering Association of Japan

Access Group, East Japan Training Center, Training Department

Has made great efforts as technical advisor in field of
Information Wiring Construction Trade Skill Tests, a part of
technology transfer of skills evaluation systems to various Asian
countries under supervision of Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare, to improve skills by positively accepting trainees from
overseas and meeting requests from JAVADA, and, ignoring
pressure of work, by visiting foreign countries (including
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos).
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Masaru SOMEYA
KDDI Foundation
Engineering Department

In his engagement and current position in non-profit founda-
tion KDDI Engineering and Consulting, has contributed to
nationwide telecommunications network improvement project
surveys (preliminary survey) in Sri Lanka and construction of
maritime disaster safety communications network in Vietnam,
and is also presently involved in similar work in communications
network improvement in the major urban areas in Iraq, and pro-
moting technology transfers to developing countries. These
activities and contributions have been highly evaluated and there
are high expectations of further great successes in his interna-

tional cooperation activities.

Kenichi TERAUCHI
BHN Association (NGO)

Engaged in international business for 30 years since 1982, car-
rying out technical supervision activities, especially in Taiwan,
Malaysia and China relating to planning, design, construction
and maintenance of telecommunication facilities. In addition, via
a leasing company took share in responsibilities for expansion of
telecommunications facilities in China. Furthermore, taking
charge of BHN's emergency disaster relief activities in Myanmar
cyclone disaster, typhoon disaster in the Philippines, and earth-
quake damage in Nepal, visited disaster areas and implemented
disaster relief for victims.

Akira NAGASE
NHK Integrated Technology Inc.

International Department

Since entering company in 1982, has been continuously
involved in international cooperation activities via consulting
business activities focusing on Grant Aid projects and ODA
Loan projects covering overseas ODA for radio and television
facilities. During 34 years of work experience implemented proj-
ects number 30 and those activities are continuing even now so
that scale of his contribution to development of in fields of ICT

and broadcasting is extremely large.
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Masatoshi MANO
Oki Electric Industry Co., Ltd
The Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC)

Took part in activities relating to Asia Pacific Telecommunity
(APT) and APT Standardization Program (ASTAP), and made
contributions to activities aimed at improving livelihood in rural
areas of emerging nations in Asia through standardization and
proliferation of ASTAP ICT solution usage standards which
includes common requirements and introduction to implementa-
tion of ICT solutions based on outcome from pilot projects in
each Asian country.

Yoshiki MARUYAMA

Association of Radio Industries and Businesses

As JICA expert in Chile which adopted Japanese system, con-
tributed greatly to the spread of digital broadcasting in the coun-
try by providing assistance for launching terrestrial digital broad-
casting and formulating master plan. In addition, his technical
assistance in other countries adopting the Japanese system or
considering adopting it made significant contributions to Japan's
international cooperation activities as an ARIB/DiBEG
(Association of Radio Industries and Businesses/Digital
Broadcast Experts Group) Advisor.
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Encouragement Award: ICT Field

Akira AGATA
KDDI Corporation
Optical Network Department

Regarding production of White Paper on basic aspects of next
generation optical access systems for base station housing in
ITU-T, as Editor played central role in activities contributing to
its finalization work that didn't only reflect Japanese policies.

Kenjiro ARAI
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE CORPORATION
Network Service Systems Laboratories

Contributed to standardization in 3GPP/TTC call control sig-
naling in IMS. Participated in international activities in
3GPP/IETF, leading discussions and making proposals in 3GPP
on making technical specifications for specifications for new
framework (listing items for cooperation consultation between
operating companies, etc.) involving specifications of interfaces
between networks of carriers. From 2013 working as Vice-
Chairman of 3GPP CT3, led international standardization discus-
sions and realized finalization of fixed/mobile common domestic

interconnection standards based on 3GPP standards.

Hiroko IOKA

Fujitsu Limited

Corporate Environmental Strategy Unit.
Green Business Innovation Div.

Green Products Promotion Dept.

Contributed as Editor in ITU-T SG5 to making decisions on
specifications regarding environment effect evaluation methods
unified with ETSI, and made contributions to drawing up of rec-
ommendation on how to adapt to climate change in agricultural
field using ICT, and also to standardization activities involving
how ICT contributes to countering environmental issues.
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Kazuhito ISHIDA

Qualcomm Japan Inc.

Qualcomm Standards and Industry Organizations

Contributed greatly to development of domestic technical
standards relating to wireless power transmission, and also to
adopting such standards in ARIB. In addition, in international
standardization activities, regarding technology studies on wire-
less power transmission in APT AWG meetings and ITU-R SG1
meetings, drafted and prepared contributions reflecting Japan's
research results and opinions. Also worked as Editor to harmo-
nize opinion among countries involved, and took key leadership
roles in creation of draft recommendations and reports.
Furthermore, in meetings of APG15-5 and WRC-15, proposed
studies on spectrum-related matters and regulatory actions for
wireless power transmission which were recognized as urgent
issues in the run up to WRC-2019, thus contributing to even
more progress in international standardization.

Wauri A. Hapsari
NTT DOCOMO, INC.
Radio Access Network Development Department,

R&D Innovation Division

Regarding LTE and LTE advanced standardization activities,
positively worked on creating specifications, leading technical
discussions relating to determination of specifications for wire-
less access network architecture, interface between nodes, earth-
quake and tsunami warning systems (ETWS), VoLTE control
management, and (€)MTC. At same time, as editor, etc., has per-
formed roles arranging matters and contributed greatly to stan-
dardization activities in 3GPP.

Satoshi OODE

Japan Broadcasting Corporation
Advanced Television Systems Research Division,

Science & Technology Research Laboratories

In ITU-R SG 6 block meetings, started out by contributing to
revision of recommendation BS.1770 to expand conventional
methods for measuring loudness to any loudspeaker layouts
including 22.2 multichannel sound to support 8K broadcasting,
then made contributions, including revision of recommendation
on subjective sound quality evaluation, and finalization of new

recommendation on audio metadata.
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Shoichiro ODA
Fujitsu Limited
Network Products Business Unit

Led by his participation in creation, revision, proposals and
deliberation regarding ITU-T recommendation covering 100
Giga-class optical interface to provide optical networks with
even more capacity, and is contributing continuously as an editor
to revision work on G.Sup39 covering digital coherent transmis-
sion technology that has become indispensible to long-distance
optical networks.

Ashiq KHAN
NTT DOCOMO, INC.

Research Laboratories, R&D Innovation Division

Engaged in network virtualization from its early phase, con-
tributing to technology development and standardization which
was reflected in numerous contributions in ETSI ISG NFV cov-
ering core standard specifications, and making contributions
covering divergent fields leading to NFV commercialization, and
driving open source development (OPNFV) in compliance with
standards.

Tetsuya KAWANISHI

National Institute of Information and Communications
Technology

Photonic Network Research Institute
Toshiaki KURI

National Institute of Information and Communications
Technology

Photonic Network Research Institute

Got involved in standardization activities in AWG and
ASTAP, etc., leading to promotion of diffusion of optical fiber
wireless technology both inside and outside of Japan starting in
Asia Pacific region. Based on results of his cutting edge research
led standardization of essential measurement technology
research first in IEC in process of promoting its realization, and
as next step, promoted focus on systems in necessary activities in
bodies such as ITU-T and ASTAP. Especially it is a unique
achievement to have launched activities related to wireless in
ITU-T, and there are expectations of further developments
involving merging of radio and fixed line technologies.
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Kei KAWAMURA
KDDI Corporation
KDDI R&D Laboratories, Inc. Mobile Video Communication Project

Participated in ITU-T Q6/16 and ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29 and in
joint work team JCT-VC/JCT-3V dealing with video encoding,
and as Ad Hoc Group's joint Chairman and Editor, prepared rec-
ommendation on scalable and multi-perspective expansion for-

mula for realization of backward compatibility and interoperabil-
ity.

Kunihiro TOGE
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE CORPORATION

Access Network Service System Laboratories

As Rapporteur covering ITU-T SG 15 Question 17
(Maintenance and operation of optical fiber cable networks), led
standardization regarding outdoor equipment maintenance and
operations, contributed mainly towards systematization of main-
tenance and operation-related recommendations and also stan-

dardization deliberations relating to disaster management.

Akihiro NAKAO
The University Of Tokyo
Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies

Leading domestic studies and standardization activities on 5th
generation mobile networks (5G) in FG IMT-2020 of ITU-T
SG13 which is important communications infrastructure in
future networks, and furthermore contributing greatly to creation
of output document on FG IMT-2020. Further conspiciuous
activities are expected in future.

Ryota MIBU
NEC Corporation

Carrier Service Division

Working as Project Leader in Doctor Project in the Network
Function Virtualization (NFV) Open Source Community
gap
between ETSI's standard specifications and open source imple-

nn nn

(OPNFV), contributing especially to reducing the

mentations, and his pioneering activities are highly valued.
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Yoshio MIYADERA
Japan Radio Co., Ltd.

Business Planning Department, Marine Electronics Division

In maritime radiocommunications, in order to improve mar-
itime safety, there are growing needs, global in scale, for reliable
data communication using VHF bands. Based on his abundant
experience of R&D on maritime radiocommunications, has been
participating in leadership position in standardization of mar-
itime VHF data exchange system (VDES) which is a key tech-
nology for next generation digital maritime radiocommunication
system. As a result, ITU-R recommendation was developed
which appropriately reflected content proposed by Japan..
Thanks to his accomplishemnts, it is expected that Japan will

continue to take leadership position in development of VDES.

Hitoshi YABUSAKI
Hitachi, Ltd.
Research and Development Group, Center for Technology
Innovation, Information and Telecommunications, Cloud
Research Department, L4 Unit

As Editor involved in ITU-T Y.3012 and Y.3015 relating to
network virtualization, he led work making recommendations.
In addition, by contributing to drafting Recommendation

Y.3300, draft Recommendations Y.SDN-reg, and Y.SDN-arch
concerning SDN, he raised presence of Japanese companies.
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Encouragement Award: International Cooperration Field

Task Force for New ISDB-T Countries

Association of Radio Industries and Businesses

From viewpoint of furthering international diffusion of terres-
trial digital broadcasting standard developed by Japan, in
response to countries in Asian and African regions which have
newly decided to adopt ISDB-T, by means of holding technolo-
gy seminars and supporting development of technical standards
for transmitters and receivers, etc., contributed to development
of each country's broadcasting field.

Tomoaki KANAZAWA
NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE EAST CORPO-
RATION

IT Innovation Department Global Business Office

Promoting Hanoi city telephone network project with the
Vietnam Posts and Telecommunications Group, construction and
technology transfer involving 40,000 subscriber cable pairs and
250 km of relay optical cables. In addition, in Laos with related
entities, contributing to realization of ICT application through
planning and implementation of ICT Master Plan.

Kenji SAGAYAMA
EAGLE WORLD DEVELOPMENT CO LTD

From viewpoint of furthering international diffusion of terres-
trial digital broadcasting standard developed by Japan, in each
country in Central and South America, Asia, and Africa, by
offering low price Japanese standard terrestrial digital broadcast-
ing receiver equipment, etc, made great contributions to diffu-
sion activities. Furthermore, taking advantage of his experience
in receiver device manufacturing, deepened technical under-
standing of Japanese standard terrestrial digital broadcasting
both in countries which have adopted it and those which might
adopt it, etc. thereby contributed to assisting ISDB-T's interna-
tional diffusion.

Nobuyuki SATO

Japan Broadcasting Corporation

Planning Division, Engineering Administration Department

Greatly contributed to the deployment of ISDB-T in Uruguay
by providing professional support for channel planning and tech-
nical guidance for field measurements, as along with giving lec-
ture at university to educate future local experts.
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Junji MATSUOKA

Japan Broadcasting Corporation

Technical & Engineering Division, Sapporo Station

Greatly contributed to the adaption of ISDB-T in Botswana, as
the first case in Africa, by carrying out promotional activities at
Southern African Development Community (SADC) forum and
Southern African Broadcasting Association (SABA) assembly to
encourage ISDB-T to be chosen.

Shigehiko YASUMURA

Fujitsu Limited

Asia Marketing Department, Business Planning Division,
Marketing Unit

Involved in ICT application collaboration projects in Lao
medical care field, ICT educational assistance and educational
cloud verification project for computer universities in Myanmar,
etc., and contributed to the development and improvement of
ICT utilization environment in Asian region.
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Houlin Zhao
ITUSERRE



World Telecommunication and Information Society Day, 17 May 2016
Message from Houlin Zhao, ITU Secretary-General

ICT entrepreneurship for social impact

Last year, in 2015, we celebrated ITU's 150th anniversary, reaffirming
its reputation worldwide as one of the most resilient and relevant organ-
izations devoted to connecting the world with the most innovative
means of communication.

As we celebrate World Telecommunication and Information Society
Day 2016, marking the establishment of ITU on 17 May 1865, we contin-
ue to look to future advances in communications. We focus our atten-
tion this year on "ICT entrepreneurship for social impact".

The ICT sector is amongst the most profitable and successful and has
revolutionized the way the world communicates. Through a combina-
tion of forward-looking government policies and regulatory reforms,
international standards, industry innovation and investment in infra-
structure, and new services, billions of people have been brought into
the information society in a remarkably short period of time. This is a shared achievement for which we
can all be proud.

Building on this foundation, we are now in an increasingly smart, networked environment encompass-
ing cloud computing, big data, and new applications in diverse areas from health to finance, while moving
towards a future of smart transport systems and cities. As we advance the roll-out of infrastructure and
connectivity, the role of services and applications will grow along with the potential for many innovative
smaller players to enter the market with solutions to address local needs. ICT entrepreneurship is set to
bring about a paradigm shift in making significant social impact. We need their expertise, innovation and
investment to achieve our common goals of sustainable economic and social development.

Small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), start-ups and technology hubs are the ICT drivers of innova-
tive and practical solutions for catalysing progress especially in developing countries. SMEs make up more
than 90 per cent of all businesses worldwide, and represent a 'path out of poverty' for many developing
countries.

The fundamental role of ICT innovators and SMEs is also reflected in the outcomes of the World
Summit in the Information Society (WSIS). World leaders recognized the economic potential of ICTs for
SMEs as well as their specific needs, such as increasing their competitiveness by adding value to their
products and services, streamlining administrative procedures, facilitating their access to capital, and
enhancing their capacity to participate in ICT-related projects.

WSIS also encouraged a series of related measures, including incubator schemes, venture capital
investments, government investment funds, investment promotion strategies, support for research and
development networks and software export activities, as well as for software parks.

As the specialized agency of the United Nations dealing with state-of-the-art telecommunications and
information and communication technologies, | call upon our partners - governments, industry, academia
and technical experts - to promote the role of small, young, and innovative firms in the ICT sector; encour-
age the spread of digital social innovation; prioritize economic policies which promote innovation; ensure
the availability of necessary human capacity; support the establishment of comprehensive entrepreneurial
ecosystems as well as assist entrepreneurs in moving from idea and innovation to sales and revenue.

Let us put our resources together to harness the catalytic role of ICTs in achieving sustainable develop-
ment and delivering on economic growth, social inclusion and environmental balance.

Houlin Zhao
ITU Secretary-General






