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INTRODUCTION

creating this healthier - than - expected economy.
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10 Many observers believe advances in information technology (IT) ,driven by the growth of the Internet, have also contributed ti -
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G8 COMMUNIQUE OKINAWA2000 (23 July 2000)
Information and Communications Technology (IT.

10 IT empowers, benefits and links people the world over, allows global citizens to express themselves and know and respect one

another. (H4H&)
1 (88)

12 In support of these goals, we commit ourselves to pursuing the aims and ambitions set out in the Okinawa Charter on the
Global Information Society. We will set up a Digital Opportunities Task Force (dot force), which will be asked to report to our
next meeting its findings and recommendations on global action to bridge the international information and knowledge divide.
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Report of the Digital Opportunity Task Force (11May 2001) Foreword (#3)

Over several months, through a rich and unprecedented mix of plenary meetings, informal consultations, meetings with stakeholders,
and electronic outreach to broader audiences across the world, the DOT Force has examined in depth the challenge of bridging the
digital divide and harnessing the power of information and communications technologies (ICT) and global networks to assure

opportunity, empowerment and inclusion for all. (#4#)
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World Summit on the Information Society (12 December 2003) (ITU)

Declaration of Principles Building the Information Society: a global challenge in the new Millennium

8. We recognize that education, knowledge, information and communication are at the core of human progress, endeavour and well
being. Further, Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) have an immense impact on virtually all aspects of our lives. (&)
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